1. Overview of project, why you want it and what you hope to achieve

ConceptLinks: Literacy and Language Through Content is a supplemental program that will provide all students access to standards-based science content.  Each ConceptLinks module contains 4 six-packs of student books at four different levels on the same science topic and a comprehensive Teacher’s Guide that provides differentiated content instruction as well as scaffolded reading and writing practice for each level. ConceptLinks even includes special lessons for Newcomers.  The student books are designed with interactive features to develop students’ language and literacy skills as well as opportunities to apply science process skills in cooperative learning activities.  And to further engage students, each book introduces a career related to the science topic and connects the science to the world around them.  The module includes the ResourceLinks Website – a powerful tool for customizing and extending instruction.  In my classroom I have diverse learners with many reading and language proficiency levels and I need materials that will give ALL my students access to grade level curriculum.  Using ConceptLinks will help me teach more effectively resulting in students who are more confident, successful and may even decide to become scientists in the future!    
2. Student/teacher outcomes (bulleted)
Student outcomes:

· Students will be able to read, understand, communicate and apply standards based science content

· Students will participate in cooperative activities that apply science process skills to real life situations

· Students will use web-based resources to access free-use images, graphic organizers, audio support and online assessments
· Students will connect the science topics they are studying to real world events and future careers

Teacher outcomes:
· Teachers will be able to easily differentiate instruction and meet the needs of diverse learners

· Teachers will be able to embed best practices in content literacy while teaching their grade specific science topics

· Teachers will be able to monitor student progress with a variety of formative and summative assessments including online assessments

· Teachers will have access to the ResourceLinks Website to customize instruction in vocabulary, literacy, key concepts and ELD.

3.How will the proposed activities/projects promote increased student interest and/or achievement in math and science?
It’s hard for my students to be interested in science when they can’t read and understand the texts.  They love hands-on science but they also need background knowledge, academic vocabulary development and materials that present grade level science concepts in accessible texts with strong visual support and engaging activities.  ConceptLinks simultaneously develops students’ content knowledge and essential reading strategies and skills which will transfer to increased student achievement on state tests and in all content subjects.
4.  How will the activities/projects relate to 4th or 5th grade math and/or science standards?
These ConceptLinks modules, Concept Boosters and Vocabulary Boosters support my 4th grade science standards:

Plants $297.00

Ecosystems $297.00

Earth’s Changing Surface $297.00

Additional support:

Concept Boosters -  E-posters for  projectable mini-lessons 

Life Science - $95.00

 Earth Science - $95.00

Vocabulary Boosters – Vocabulary cards for practice and application of academic vocabulary

Newcomer Science - $59.00

 Life Science - $59.00

 Earth Science - $59.00

Connect to Literacy – Twenty-four short, high-interest leveled books to build core skills and strategies, support differentiated instruction and connect to grade level science topics 

Incredible Plants - $180.00

Volcano Dangers - $180.00

These ConcepLinks modules, Concept Boosters and Vocabulary Boosters support my 5th grade science standards:

Cells $297.00

Our Healthy Body $297.00

Weather $297.00

Oceans $297.00

Additional support:

Concept Boosters -  E-posters for  projectable mini-lessons 

Life Science - $95.00

 Earth Science - $95.00

Vocabulary Boosters – Vocabulary cards for practice and application of academic vocabulary

Newcomer Science - $59.00

 Life Science - $59.00

 Earth Science - $59.00

5. How will this award impact your teaching two years from now?
My goal as a teacher is to meet the needs of my students while helping them grow to their full potential. The ConceptLinks modules will help me be a more effective science teacher and will make it easier to differentiate instruction for my diverse learners.  Two years from now, I will have applied the professional development that is embedded in these materials with many students and in many content areas.  Two years from now my students will be better prepared for middle school science.
